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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1  Cabinet is asked to consider the following references from the meeting of 
the Overview & Scrutiny Commission held on 18 July 2013  

 

2. Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

2.1 The Commission were presented with the report which set out the results 
received from a survey that had been sent to a random 20% of 
households, stratified by area in the District.   

 2.2 The responses had been assessed and the results were explained.  
They showed that the District had a slightly older population than the 
regional or national average, with a higher than average proportion of 
gypsies and travellers and low unemployment.  Residents tended to live 
in owner occupied small homes and the average income was £21,000 
per household.  The District was cheaper than Broadland and North 
Norfolk and house prices had peaked in 2008.  Affordability was slightly 
worse than other areas with low overcrowding and low property turn-
over. 

2.3 With regard to the future market, the population was projected to rise by 
9-11% equating to about 700-850 households per year.  About 650 
homes per year would be required, mainly two and three bedroom.  The 
annual need for affordable housing had been assessed at 398 units of all 
sizes in all areas. 

2.4 The report provided part of the evidence base for the Local Plan and 
would help to inform Housing Policy on the mix, size and type of housing 
required.  There was a strong need for both market and affordable 
housing. 

2.5 The Commission endorsed the report. 

3.0 Pest Control Services 

3.1 The Commission received the report which recommended the withdrawal 
of Pest Control services from April 2014.  Members were advised that 
the Council had no legal duty to provide the service and it had not been 
identified as a priority in the Could We Should We consultations with the 
public. 



3.2 Various Members raised concerns about the proposal.  In particular 
there was concern that people would be troubled by rats from a 
neighbouring property where the neighbour was not willing to pay to 
have the problem treated. It would be incumbent on the Council to take 
action and therefore unlikely that money would be saved.  

3.3 There was also the potential for people trying to deal with the problem 
themselves which might lead to unsuitable poisons being used and pets 
and children being put at risk. 

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND TO CABINET that the proposal to 
withdraw the Pest Control Service with effect from April 2014 was not 
supported. 

 


